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Hawaii. Some of these calls were classified as tips that human trafficking was 
occurring in different cities, including Honolulu, Hilo, and Wakiki Beach.   
 
Human trafficking is a scourge that preys on the most vulnerable among us and 
exploits those who are in need of protection. And while it may be easy at times to 
pretend that human trafficking is not a crime that affects every day Americans, I can 
tell you with absolute certainty that it does. It is a crime of absolute evil.  
 
HB 1068 
HB 1068 is a critical component of Hawaii enacting a comprehensive legal framework 
to combat human trafficking. This bill would require posting of the National Human 
Trafficking Resource Center hotline in certain establishments where victims are likely 
to come into contact with it. This provision is essential to reaching victims and 
educating community members about this terrible crime. Since Polaris Project started 
operating the hotline in December 2007 we have identified over 8,500 potential 
victims of human trafficking across the United States and sent over 3,000 tips to law 
enforcement at the local, state, and federal level which has resulted in the successful 
arrest and prosecution of traffickers. Our operation of the NHTRC hotline has been 
so successful that it was highlighted last year by former Secretary of State, Hillary 
Clinton, and is currently featured on the White House website found here: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/endtrafficking.  
 
Evidence suggests that mandatory posting of the hotline increases call volume which 
in turn leads to more tips about potential trafficking situations in a given state. In 
Texas, for example, the state mandates that all establishments with an off-site liquor 
license post the national human trafficking hotline. Texas now tops the list of states 
we receive the greatest number of calls from and as a result we are able to successfully 
send tips to law enforcement and connect victims with service providers (a total of 
3,500 nationwide). In all calls that came from Texas from December 2007 through 
December 2011, we know how the caller learned of the hotline in 57.5% of cases. In 
those cases where we knew how the caller learned of the hotline 17.5% or 409 callers 
learned of the hotline through posters. What is interesting to note here is that in most 
states the majority of callers learn of the hotline online. In Texas, however, most 
callers, where we can identify how they learned of the hotline, learned of it through 
posters.  
 
While we can't declare with 100% accuracy that the 409 calls referencing that the 
person learned of the hotline through a "Poster" was a direct result of mandatory 
posting, I think we can say that a sizable portion of identifiable calls received in Texas 
probably were.  
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/endtrafficking
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(4) This section shall not apply to any member of a police department, a sheriff, or a law 
enforcement officer acting in the course and scope of duties. 

 Again, the IMUAlliance thanks you for your hard work to stem human trafficking on our 
shores. Room for improvement remains, however, and we feel that the measure in question, with 
proposed amendments, will consecrate last biennium's momentum into a concerted movement. 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this bill.  

 
Sincerely, 
Kris Coffield 
Legislative Director 
IMUAlliance 
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kawakami2 - Rise

From: har2-Vincent on behalf of JUDtestimony
Sent: Sunday, February 10, 2013 3:53 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: FW: Submitted testimony for HB1068 on Feb 11, 2013 14:30PM

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov [mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2013 3:18 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Cc: spencer@myhomeisbrave.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1068 on Feb 11, 2013 14:30PM

HB1068
Submitted on: 2/7/2013
Testimony for JUD/CPC on Feb 11, 2013 14:30PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Spencer Toyama Individual Support No

Comments: I strongly support this bill.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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kawakami2 - Rise

From: har2-Vincent on behalf of JUDtestimony
Sent: Sunday, February 10, 2013 4:14 PM
To: CPCtestimony
Subject: FW: Submitted testimony for HB1068 on Feb 11, 2013 14:30PM
Attachments: testimony hb1068.pages.zip

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov [mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 08, 2013 3:17 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Cc: hawaiibetsy@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB1068 on Feb 11, 2013 14:30PM

HB1068
Submitted on: 2/8/2013
Testimony for JUD/CPC on Feb 11, 2013 14:30PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Elizabeth Cook Individual Comments Only No

Comments: Dear Committees on Consumer Protection and Commerce and Judiciary: As an
volunteer outreach worker with the Red Light Angels, I am in strong support of HB1068 with
amendments. The Human Trafficking Resource Center and Hotline, managed by the Polaris Project,
is one of the ways in which victims in servitude, community members wishing to report a crime, or
individuals wanting to receive more resource information may call 24-hours a day to receive the help
they need. I have personally called this hotline on behalf of an underage child trafficked for
prostitution, and as a result was provided with valuable help and resources. However, the neediest
among us do not have ready access to help centers and hotlines-- they may be monitored closely by
their captors or kept in captivity aside from working for their traffickers. I see firsthand how offers of
resources are gladly received by working prostitutes who so rarely feel the acceptance of help of our
community. Requiring establishments to post the hotline in clear view would help to get assistance to
those who need it the most in areas where outreach is difficult. Hawaii should be bolder! Supporting
this bill would be a step toward providing resources for the hundreds of girls and women in Hawaii
who feel they have no other option than to meet the demands of their traffickers. Earlier this year,
Shared Hope International rated Hawaii second worst in the nation in protecting child victims of sex
trafficking by law. Please see testimony by Pacific Alliance to Stop Slavery for amendments that I also
support. Thank you for hearing this much needed legislation. Sincerely, Elizabeth Cook Volunteer
Outreach Worker Red Light Angels

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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